
2026 Sunbelt Expo Farmer of the Year
State Coordinators

ALABAMA / Jeff Helms                                                                                             
Director – Public Relations and Communications
Alabama Farmers Federation
PO Box 11000 
Montgomery, AL 36191
Work Phone: (334) 451-2953
Email Address: jhelms@alfafarmers.org

ARKANSAS / Matt Jackson
Director of Educational Outreach 
Arkansas Farm Bureau
PO Box 31
Little Rock, AR 72203
Work Phone: (501) 517-4237
Email Address:  matt.jackson@arfb.com

FLORIDA / Jared Lanier
Director, Field Services Division
Florida Farm Bureau Federation
5700 SW 34th Street
Gainesville, FL 32614
Work Phone: (352) 384-2668
Email Address: jared.lanier@ffbf.org

GEORGIA / Dr. Lawton Stewart
University of Georgia Extension Animal Science
111 Conner Hall
147 Cedar St. 
Athens, GA  30602-2771
Work Phone: (706) 424-2411
Email Address: lawtons@uga.edu

NORTH CAROLINA / DeShon Cromartie
Director of Field Services
North Carolina Farm Bureau
PO Box 27766
Raleigh, NC 27611
Work Phone: (919) 306-6312
Email Address: deshon.cromartie@ncfb.org

SOUTH CAROLINA / Dr. Brian Callahan
Assistant Director – Extension Field Operations
Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service
259 Meeting Street
Charleston, SC 29401
Work Phone: (864) 423-6889
Email Address: bcallah@clemson.edu

VIRGINIA / Matt Lail 
Virginia Coorperative Extension
P.O. Box 590
Verona, VA  24482
Work Phone: (540) 255-4095
Email Address: mlail@vt.edu


